Native News 

Congress responds to the Opening of the National Museum of the American Indian


 The opening of the National Museum of the American Indian on the Mall in Washington, D.C. has generated favorable publicity for the plight of the many native people who are living in poverty and isolation.  After five years of neglect the Indian Health Care Improvement Act was cleared by committees in both the House and Senate

the day after the museum opened.  The House Resource Committee acknowledged that

representatives of the more than two million Native Americans and Alaskan Natives were instrumental in bringing HR 2440 to their attention after years of neglect for this vital issue.  It is hoped that the bill will be passed during the lame duck session of Congress following our recent election.


In addition amendments to the Indian Land Consolidation Act, S 1721, have been passed bringing trust and probate reform and reducing fractionation of Indian lands.  Senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell, the only American Indian in the senate, wanted these 

land management and inheritance codes changed as part of his legacy.  Senator Campbell of Colorado did not seek reelection in November.  The president signed this bill into law on October 27, 2004.


The opening ceremonies themselves brought together 20,000 indigenous people representing 400 tribes from throughout the Western Hemisphere.  The parade lasted three hours with the Native Hawaiian contingency being especially large.  The celebration also included a five day First Nations Festival.  At least ten members of Congress from each party spoke and on the second day President Bush signed an executive memorandum for federal agencies to continue respecting tribal sovereignty and self-determination.








(from FCNL’s Indian Report, fall, 2004)


Unfortunately not everything is rosy for the Natives, in a New York Times editorial resolution of the Indian trust fund scandal has been urged.  “Native Americans came in great numbers to Washington last week, partly to celebrate, partly to correct an historic injustice… in the background, however, was a continuing lawsuit, Corbell vs. Norton, whose purpose is to restore to the Indians assets and revenues that are rightfully theirs.  These are not abstract issues.  This is a case about real money owed to real people.”

What’s in a Name?

Massachusetts is a tribal name meaning “large hill place.”

Connecticut is from Quinnehtukguet or Quonehtacut a Mohican word meaning “the long river.”

Ohio is from an Iroquoian word meaning “beautiful river.”

Indiana means “land of the Indians” and yet contains no federally recognized native lands.  As you may have heard the Miami were driven south by whites, and in earlier times the Iroquois were responsible for encouraging unwanted tribes to move along.

Test Your Knowledge of Notable Native Americans.  Match the Columns. 


A





B

1. Dr. Buffy Sainte-Marie
a) A spiritual leader of the Oglala Sioux, present at 

both the Battle of the Little Big Horn and Wounded            Knee


2. Chief Pontiac

b) Mi’kmaq, haunting figure murdered on the Pine Ridge





    Reservation for her support of AIM

3. Red Cloud 


c) Lakota Hunkpapa, renowned for his Hoop dancing and




  
    flute playing expertise

4. Black Elk
   

d). An Oglala Lakota, First National Director of AIM     

5. Big Foot


e) blacklisted by the Lyndon B. Johnson White House this 

Cree received an Academy Award for the song, “Up      Where We Belong.”

6. Anna Mae Pictou Aquash
f) A Nez Perce known as the “Red Napoleon”, his 1,400                      

mile march of retreat was described by Sherman as “fought with almost scientific skill.”

7. Graham Greene

g) A Great Lakes Ottawa, led a two year siege of Fort

Detroit in opposition to betrayals at the hands of the        English.


8. Russell Means

h) Leader of the Miniconjou band massacred at Wounded





    Knee


9. Kevin Locke

i) Oglala Brule, starting in 1866 he orchestrated the most 





    successful war against the U.S. government by an Indian





   Nation.

10. Chief Joseph

j) Oneida, respected actor

Interesting Facts about Native Americans

Recognizing that Indians could swing the balance of power in the American Revolution, George Washington signed the first U.S. – Indian Treaty with the Delaware in 1778.

Settlers chose to ignore the hundreds of treaties made to safeguard native land.  Chief Cornplanter of the Senecas complained to Washington that, ‘first one comes, then another.”  In addition Natives were ravaged by liquor and European diseases.  The Natives fought back, but in 1791 an alliance of midwestern tribes killed 600 American troops at the Wabash River.  Between 1811 and 1814 U.S. troops defeated Indian forces at Tippecanoe and Horseshoe Bend while in the War of 1812 Britain and their Indian allies were defeated giving the U.S. government control of lands east of the Mississippi.

Native American Books and Literature

For those of you who are looking for some really tasty traditional Native food you might want to try Spirit of the Harvest - North American Cooking by
Beverly Cox and Martin Jacobs, published in 1991 by Stewart, Tabori and Chang, New York, NY.  It contains scrumptious pictures in addition to general information about the style and ingredients that would be use in different areas of the country.

Recipes from:

Spirit of the Harvest

North American Indian Cooking

By Beverly Cox and Martin Jacobs

Hidatsa Stuffed Sugar Pumpkin - Serves 6

1 4- to 5-pound sugar pumpkin

2 teaspoons salt

1/2 teaspoon dry mustard

1 to 2 tablespoons vegetable oil or rendered fat

1 pound ground venison, buffalo, or beef

1 medium onion, chopped

1 cup wild rice, cooked

3 eggs, beaten

1 teaspoon crushed dried sage

1/4 teaspoon pepper

Preheat oven to 350(F.   

Cut the top from pumpkin and remove seeds and strings.

Prick cavity with a fork and rub with 1 teaspoon of salt and the mustard. 

Heat oil in a large skillet. 

Add meat and onion and sauté over medium-high heat until browned.

Off the heat, stir in wild rice, eggs, remaining salt, sage, and pepper. 

Stuff pumpkin with this mixture.

Place 1/2 inch of water in the bottom of a shallow baking pan.

Put pumpkin in the pan and bake for 1-1/2 hours, or until tender.

Add more water to the pan as necessary to avoid sticking.

Cut pumpkin into wedges, giving each person both pumpkin and stuffing.

You might like to try using olive oil instead of vegetable oil and omitting the dry mustard.  Also the pumpkin needs a little extra cooking before adding the stuffing

which needs a little less if you wish to keep it moist.

Sunflower Seed Soup - Serves 4 to 6
2 cups sunflower seeds, hulled

6 cups chicken broth

3 small green onions, thinly sliced

2 tablespoons chopped fresh dill

Salt and ground pepper to taste

Place sunflower seeds in a large saucepan.

Add chicken broth and green onions.

Cook, uncovered, over low heat for about 1 hour.

Stir in dill and season with salt and pepper to taste.

Instead of dill you might like to add green pepper and a touch of wine to the chicken broth.

Joyce Heywood served these two dishes at our first attempt at an annual meeting in November and they were delicious.

A portion of the royalties from the sale of the book go to the Museum of the American Indian in Washington, D.C. and New York City.

Other Native books for your consideration:

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee: An Indian History of the American West by Dee Brown is a compelling read for anyone who still needs to understand the Native American perspective in the 19th century’s “Indian Wars.”

Lakota Woman: Mary Brave Dog, autobiographical history of the American Indian Movement

Atlas of the North American Indian, a must have reference book for anyone interest in native origins and locations.

500 Nations: An Illustrated History of North American Indians, great for history buffs and serious scholars.

The Native American Sweat Lodge, a history of the sweat lodge by Joseph Bruchac, Abenaki.

Where White Men Fear to Tread, auto biography of Russell Means

The Languages of Native North America, comprehensive introduction to the languages of the Indians by Marianne Mithun

House Made of Dawn, Way to Rainy Mountain, The Ancient Child, Conversations with N. Scott Momaday a selection of writings by the Pulitzer Prize winning Kiowa N. Scott Momaday

Smoke Signals, The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven, The Business of Fancy Dancing, Reservation Blues, screen play, stories and poems by Spokane/Coeur d’Alene writer Sherman Alexie

Custer Died for Your Sins; Red Earth, White Lies; Spirit and Reason; Behind the Trail of Broken Treaties, essays and criticism by Standing Rock Lakota thinker Vine Deloria, Jr.

This is just a small selection of books on and by native writers and thinkers, if you have a favorite book, movie, or recording that you would like to see featured in the NENAI newsletter please submit the title, artist and if you like a brief review.

